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The Bible is written on different levels. It is n@hewspaper, which is written for a particulariande at a
particular period of time for a particular purpo$ée Bible was written to be applicable to all pleap all
times, and therefore has purpose and meaning aougdevels. One level involves whatever the Saript
meant to the original hearers, and the physicalspiritual results of hearing such words. Therespigtual
meanings beyond the surface which apply, perhapdifferent way, to people today. One level dogts n
negate or detract from the meaning and value ob#mr. It is the multiplicity of meaning found Scripture
which makes it unique and timeless.

Isra'el is made up of twelve tribes, the sons attlvere born to Ya'akov in this week's parashahwa look
at these twelve sons and the meaning of their naimexe will be some interesting meanings founthe
different levels in this part of God's Word.

RE'UVEN
The name Re'uven means, “behold a son”. He isitsteof his family and the start of the next geriera He
was the beginning of the twelve tribes of Isrdielsaying, “behold a son”, God was declaring thgitneéing of
His Kingdom manifested on earth through a humagdam, a nation of people who would be His peopid, a
He their God. Here, with this man, Isra'el as @omatvas born.

We are not born with a relationship with God. We lborn sinners destined for eternal death. A aaatiip
with God always has a beginning. There is alwags finst moment one sees who he or she reallydshésor
her need for God. When a person sees the sin whéinside them and asks God to cleanse themdf sin,

and dedicates his or her life to the service of Glod is what can be called a Re'uven moment. iShighen

God looks at such a person and by His grace decldyehold a son”, and all heaven rejoices.

“But as many as did receive him, to those who puithrust in his
person and power, he gave the right to become ckitdof God, not
because of bloodline, physical impulse or humanention, but
because of God.” (John 1:12-13)

SHIM'ON
Shortly after the birth of Isra'el, they found tremives slaves in Egypt. They were rescued by thd bbGod
and the leadership of Moshe. God brought His peajpie new nation of His own design, through the 8&
Reeds and into the wilderness. Here, Isra’el wbaldiven God's Torah, and learn to rely on Himtfesir
survival. The key to this is listening to God'stinstions and obedience to those ways.

Shim'on means, “heard”. It comes from a root waftema, which means, “to hear”. Prayer is about
communicating with God, however, it is more abastehing to God than talking to Him. As importast@aise
and petition is, it is far more important for Gogé&ople to listen to His instructions and well as Words of
encouragement.

In the Kingdom of God, God is King. His word is abkaany other. In order to be a citizen of the Kioggl
hearing and obeying God is vital. God chose Ismlelof His grace, but they had to listen to Himearn how
to live as the children of God that they were. #isncod's intention that Isra'el would be a lightt® nations
and through them all nations would be blessed. @tidd not happen unless they had an intimateioelsttip
with Him, which begins with effective listening.

LEVI
“Now if you will pay careful attention to what | sagnd keep my covenant,
then you will be my own treasure from among all theoples, for all the earth
is mine; and you will be a kingdom of cohanim forena nation set apart.”
(Exodus 19:5-6)

Shim'on and Levi are considered brothers in Geresks Of course all twelve are brothers, but theseare
linked in a more unique way than the other ten.yMere violent and had killed many together. Legams,



“to be joined”. It can be said, then, that uponrimepthe Word of God, Isra'el then became joineHiitm
through the covenant of Law, or the Mosaic covenlaistening to God and being united with Him woublel
imperative to their success in the Promised Land.

It would also be the tribe of Levi from which thegsthood would come out of. These would be the
representatives of the people to God. They would/¢he burden of their own sins and the sins efghople.
They would also have the responsibility to perfahm service in the tabernacle and the sacrificéiseadltar to
make atonement for the people so that God couldl dwiheir midst. It was the priests who had towloat God
required of them, even against opposition from K&lire the community. As the spritual leaders o'l they

were more of a target for Ha'Satan as well.

Spiritual leaders today face the same oppositiehbattle the same forces of darkness, as did theeddants of

Levi. The kingdom of God is not for cowards. Howeveis not for Rambos either. Each person is pbet
community, which together fight to maintain thenity with God and combat the enemy under the pamelr
protection of God.

Y'HUDAH

Isra'el was taught faith in the wilderness and wdé called upon to exercise their faith in Kenafthey
trusted God, obeyed His commands, and followedetheéership of those He appointed to lead over tit&oa,
went ahead of them, and paved the way for Isralefsat of their enemies. They were only to go &o against

an army after, God had already handed that armytovaem. Often, God put Isra'el in impossible ©dil
success to show both Isra'el and the surrounditignsathat it was He, and not the people takingpssion of
the land. This is seen through Rachav, who livetthénthick walls of Jericho. She knew of the sldaglsra'el's

God, not Isra'el, made to other nations and canfieatothe God of Isra'el because of it. As a resuien the

rest of the wall fell, the section where she andfamily lived was spared.

Y'hudah means, “praised”, and there is no bettee fior God to be praised than when He deliversfyam
your enemies and gives you victory over His. Pagations and wicked people are not the only eneofi€od
and His people. Sin is another enemy, which sepa@bd from His people. It is no accident thatNtessiah
would later come from the tribe of Y'hudah. Messyashua paid the final sacrifice for sin, to pravia way for
all God's people, both Jew and Gentile to congimerester the “land” God has promised for them, and
ultimately give praise to the One who brought svictory.

Z'VULUN
“From this all the peoples of the earth can know ttthe hand of Adonai is strong, and you can fear éwhi
your God forever.”(Joshua 4:24)

As God brought His people into the Promised Lang félight on behalf of Isra'el, but was also fightom
behalf of His own holiness. The paganism of thepfebving in the land of Kena'an made them thenaies of
God. Their destruction was God's honor. Z'vulunmseéexalted”. God displayed His power as judge kind
over the land He called His own. He showed Himgelbie the supreme ruler over the land and the gbtise
people living there. He had already displayed Hiagr in Egypt with the ten plagues and the Exotliosvy He

displays His power again to pave the way for Hispbe to enter the Promised Land.

This gives a twofold message. To the enemy of @&, see that God is more powerful than their gutitaeir
might. Before the God of the universe, they ardimgt If repentance is possible, it is necessagwvtud certain
destruction. Turn to God or accept the grave. Alammessage goes to Isra'el. Live for God, orgiehe
sword of your enemies. His protection only lasttoag the trust and obedience of His people. Uwith God
means that as God is exalted, so are His servdab®dy is going to harm a small man who has a |astyeng,
heavily armed warrior behind him defending himthe same way, as God exalts Himself before thensga
they are going to respect the people whom God gite

YISSAKHAR
Yissakhar means, “there shall be recompense”. dterp here is the same as receiving a fair wage or
compensation for a day's work. God had done mudbebalf of Isra'el, and brought them to the lanohpsed
to their forefathers. God had done what He saidvideld do, now it was time to give back to God tharship
and devotion due Him for His faithfulness. Nothimgv is being asked of them. They learned God's aagis
how to serve Him in the wilderness and on the w&y ithe Promised Land. All they had to do is camito
recognize God as their King and live as the sesvahGod that they were. Then God would prospamnthethe



land and His light would shine out to all natioss@od had intended.

Unfortunately, we know this never happened. Attleas yet. However, all God's people today neeldeted the
warning of Yissakhar. God has blessed you in wayswill never know. To ignore that is to ignore thed
who has already done much on your behalf and ha$imore planned for you. As Job found out, much
prosperity can easily be taken away, leaving yah wothing but your name, and enemies that once yeur
friends. Faith brought you to your promised lant &aith is essential to keep you there and engadleto
prosper in it.

DAN
“When Adonai raised up judges for them, Adonai waighwthe judge and delivered them from the handstbéir
enemies throughout the lifetime of the judge; fodAnai was moved to pity by their groaning under o
oppressing and crushing them. But after the judged, they would relapse into worse behavior thaatlof
their ancestors, following other gods to serve amdrship them; they abandoned none of their practaer
stubborn ways.” (Judges 2:18-19)

Why would a judge be called upon to save Isra'el@ ®Would think that perhaps a king or a great amjileader
would do something like that, but why a judge? Bethat in the book of Judges, it was always wisesidl
was in a state of sin and oppression that a judigappointed to rescue them. Normally, when a perso
commits a crime, they go before a judge, who evakitheir guilt and assesses a penalty for thirecrA
person does not go to a judge to rescue them fneradnsequences of the crime. It would seem thatuid be
a judge that would put Isra’el into bondage foirthim, not take them out of it.

The reason why this seems to be a problem is thahink of a judge based on our modern culturatephof
the court system and what a judge does today. Hemvéwe use for judge is different in the Bibleréla judge
acted more like a defense attorney, and the regkjis the Judge of the universe, God. Today, ufg@ammit a
crime, even if you are clearly guilty, you still gma defense attorney who will plead with the jpdad/or the
jury to explain how and why you committed the crimen attempt to get a lesser sentence or norsamn all.
At the same time, the lawyer is going to use hisarknowledge of the law and the court systenedah you
what you need to do to help yourself gain favohwfite judge and jury. This is exactly what the jeslgf Isra'el
did.

The judges acted as a mediator between God, |skatlthe pagan nations. They defended the peefided
God by reminding Him of His promises and by plegdior grace. The priests also did this at the alfar
incense in their morning and evening prayers. Tidgés also knew Torah and taught the people how the
ought to live, and how to turn back to God in rdpane. They also lead Isra'el, under the guidahGod
against their enemies who were oppressing theralteed them from their bondage. The judges acted as
spiritual, legal, and political leaders in Isratehile maintaining God as their King. The judgesogbrovided
accountability to Isra'el to keep them from sin®tiiey were delivered. This is why rebellion did resurn
until the death of the judge. Without such accobifitg, the people did what was right in their owpe, which
will always lead to sin.

GAD
'You have shed much blood and fought great warsuYaye not to build a house for my name, because yawe
shed so much blood on the earth in my sight.” (11Gh. 22:8)

If there could be a time when one could point taraing point in the history of Isra'el, it woule kbvhen they
decided to have their own king. The time of thegkinespecially the time of David, was one of muldotished.
So much so, that David was not able to build tihepte. He was given the design for the temple, ladtto pass

it and the responsibility for building it to hisrsdSolomon.

Gad means, “troop”. A troop in Scripture impliesartire army. When you join the Kingdom, you jom a
army. Failure to battle the enemy leads to sur&wEson. God does not need Rambos, neither doaseidé
cowards or deserters. He needs warriors who asagtwise, connected to a troop of warriors, antingito
fight for the truth and love of God. He needs med women of integrity and courage who through tbain
blood, sweat, and tears will build the Kingdom antle as it is in heaven according to the desigBad found

in His Word.

Our culture uses things like wealth, occupatiom social status to define worth. Drinking, sex, apdrts are



things which define masculinity. Fashion, beauhd enaterial possessions define femininity. To Gaidsuch
things are vanity. They are gifts from Him to bed$or His glory not ours. What is important to Gsdhat we
seek Him, live according to His will, and treat @tt with dignity and respect. The qualities Gockofor are
internal, not external. We can build palaces faraun pleasure and glory, or build the Kingdom afdiwhich
begins inside each of His people. Look within yelfrand ask yourself if you are man or woman coecag
enough to be counted among one of the warriorsoaf. G

ASHER
“How happy your people must be, how happy theseasgs/of yours who are always here attending you ayed
to hear your wisdom! Blessed be Adonai your God onbok pleasure in you to put you on his throne, that
you could be king for Adonai your God. Because ofuy God's love for Isra'el, to establish them forewy he has
made you king over them, to administer law and judgnt.” (2 Chronicles 9:7-8)

The king in this passage is Solomon. Despite Giidapproval of Isra'el having a human king, Hevaéd
them to prosper through the strength and wisdormgale to Solomon. In this short time, Isra'el wasdanter
of commerce and political power in the known wotkta'el had respect even from the pagan natiansdr
her. Through the wealth of Solomon, the originaipée was built, as well as a palace for Solomonskiim
This prosperity was the blessing resulting fromcessful defense of the Promised Land and faithfisine
God. This joy and peace that Isra'el experienced, avsmall taste of the Messianic Kingdom that isoime.
However, here too, the same faith which broughblessing must be maintained to keep the sameitdess
Solomon fell into idolatry, which began the declofeprosperity. With the next king, Reoboam, Idra/as

divided.

Asher means, “happy”, and true happiness and peanes from the Spirit of God, which dwells withiach
believer. It is not based on that which is outwdnat, the Spirit that dwells within. Some of the pesi and most
oppressed people in the world are also the mo#iljaypd at peace with the world. Such people haaened to
look within for such comfort. Pleasure and wealth mot wrong. They are blessings from the handaxf,But
they are also resources to be used for the gloGoaf, not Man. It is important that in the joy dé] we do not
allow the objects of prosperity to get in the wéyuor devotion to God. If we do, then the peac@slfer, can

quickly become the desolation of Naftali.

NAFTALI
“l am about to send you away from the face of thetha- this year you will die, because you have prkad
rebellion against Adonai” (Jeremiah 28:16)

When God has given much blessing, much faith ardlieince is required in return. Here again is wienagel
failed, and brought about their own destructioris kine thing to contend with human enemies witlkl Gio your
side. It is quite another to turn your back on Géidr He has blessed abundantly, thus putting wdfurs

contention with God.

Naftali is about, “wrestling”. Wrestling with God & fruitless activity. If you must wrestle, wrestith God's
Word, but not God Himself. Muscles strengthen ay tire worked. Lack of resistance brings atrophy.
Wrestling with God's Word involves seeking underdiag and bending oneself to the will and authawity
God. Performing God's will is often not easy, arelmust wrestle with our own sinful desires whileldag to
yield to those of righteousness. As long as ous egmain on God, ultimately, truth will win and akethe
bonds of the adversary. God will never abandoruawho earnestly seeks Him, no matter how muchlaanf
that person might have with His commands.

YOSEPH
Yoseph was the favored son of his father and swulesgly betrayed by his brothers, to become a séimam
pagan land, and eventually save the brothers wirayes him. Approximately four hundred years after end
of the Old Covenant, there came another son frdewash man named Yoseph, of the tribe of Y'hudah. H
would be a servant amongst sinful people, be wasays by his brethren, and give up his life toesthem and
all humanity for their sinfulness. This son was Blak ben Yoseph, the Son of God. Yoseph meansgase”,
and Yeshua (Jesus) was the “something more” whashvecessary to bring hope in our failing struggta
sin before a holy God. As His blood was shed, ap#rfect lamb of Pesach (Passover), atonemeninaeds
for the sins of all those who would put their faithHim.

Yoseph did not conquer his brothers, he saved tNeshua does not cancel out everything the othahérs of



Yoseph represents, he adds to them to bridge fhégaeen human effort to reach God, and God'sedfesi
them to be holy, so that they can. Yeshua was deWis was a Torah observant Man from the tribe of
Yehudah, descended from King David, yet also the &dod. In this way, God's promise that Isra'ebid be
a blessing to all nations is at least partiallyifield in Yeshua.

Yeshua would also bring an increase to the Kingdbod. At this point, God's Kingdom is no longer
manifested in Isra'el, which no longer exists &srthtion it was intended to be. There are no tweikes, no
temple, no priesthood, and there are pagans linitige land, even on the temple mount. The Kingéoasts
today spiritually through faith in Yeshua, and lwrig a Torah observant lifestyle. Just as Yeshiuragh an

increase to the Kingdom through His sacrifice,fgheple of God today have the calling to increase th
Kingdom by being a light in a dark world, and legglothers, both Jew and Gentile to the Kingdom e$hua.

“And the foreigners who join themselves to Adonaisterve him, to love the name of Adonai, and to keep
Shabbat and do not profane it, and hold fast to ggvenant, | will bring them to my holy mountain andake
them joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt offangs and sacrifices will be accepted on my altéoy my
house will be called a house of prayer for all péep.” (Isaiah 56:6-7)

EFRAYIM and M'NASHEH
Isra'el rejected God. Even before Messiah, muclotnygy, corruption, and division existed withindsi.
Rejecting Yeshua as the Messiah was just the simalv. With Isra'el's rejection, God turned Hisudson the
Gentiles. He has not given up on the Jews, in fiaist His purpose to use the gentiles to evenyualin Jewish
people back to Himself, and to faith in His SorMeesssiah. When this happens Efrayim, which meanstito
portion”, and M'nasheh, which means, “to forgetfll veunite as brothers in the one Kingdom with Wea and
King as High Priest over both of them. Efrayim @& the Gentiles, and the Gentile believers ardsratel.
Rather, Efrayim represents the Gentiles as thethardouble portion, added to Isra'el, to lead ¢himvs who
have forgotten God, represented by M'nasheh, lmatieir position as the children of God. Gentiles @ble to
become part of the Kingdom, but they are still &igners in the land”. They do not take part inAfbeahamic
Covenant, as they are not blood relatives of Aurghditzchak, and Ya'akov. They become part of the
Kingdom under the New Covenant in Jeremiah 31138.important for both Jews and Gentiles to viewte
other as the brothers that they are, neither witteb standing with God than the other, but bottheir own
walk with God in the present day, each fulfillineetr specified purpose under God, and destinethiosame
final Kingdom, under Yeshua the Messiah.

BINYAMIN
“He has gone into heaven and is at the right hand®dbd.” (1 Peter 3:22)

Yeshua is the One who sits at the right hand obhofiHis Father who dwells in the heavenly Kingdom
Binyamin is, “the son of the right hand.” Some timehe future, Yeshua as Messiah will return assikh ben
David, the conquering king, wipe out pagans andapagn from the face of the earth, build His Kingd@md
reign in a New Jerusalem for all eternity.

In this day, there will be true shalom (peace) tiglwout the earth. All nations will look to Israssd the true
nation of God. The temple will fulfill its purposes a house of prayer for all peoples. Sin will bemore, and
God's Torah will reign supreme in the hearts anadsiof His people. Jews and Gentiles under Yesliliaev
united as one body, and the world will know warfacglonger. Even Ha Satan will have been castthedake

of fire, with all those who followed his ways.

Binyamin is the last of the twelve sons who makeheptwelve tribes of Isra’el. By now you may hé&weotten
about Re'uven, but God sees all tribes togethenee, as one Kingdom, united under the One trug God
assembled for one primary purpose, to glorify Hamgl declares for all eternity, “behold, a son”.



