A Tale of Four Brothers
By Kevin Phipps

For Parasha Vayikra
Torah: Vayikra/Leviticus 1:1-5:26 (6:7)
Haftarah: Yesha'yahu/lsaiah 43:21-44:23

You have been cordially invited
to attend the Great Banquet of the King.
Enclosed are the directions to the Palace of the King.
Begin your journey immediately.
The banquet will begin when you get there.
The King will be anxiously awaiting your arrival.

This invitation went out to four brothers, Johnréa Paul, and Martin. All four
loved the King and very much desired to dine atiéfsde with Him. All four read the

invitation, along with the explicit directions tetgto the Palace. However, each had a

different idea concerning what the invitation meaoteach had a different plan for
responding to the invitation.

John read the invitation, though he never realgvkmuch about the King. He

knew there was a king, but never made much effokhbw who He actually was. He
had his own ideas, but they were based more oovimsimagination and fears than truth
from the King Himself. He wanted to go to the bagigsince it seemed the thing to do,
but he noticed the direction went way out of theywamd would take him over mountains
and through territory known for bad storms and @aogs creatures. He saw a better,
safer, more direct way to get to the Palace. Sowha the way he chose. He packed all
the items important to him in a large sack and veenhis way.

Aaron and Paul had actually met the King personaththey knew Him well.
Receiving the invitation made them very excitedeybtudied the directions very
carefully. Aaron even added some notes of His awmake sure he would not get lost.
They sold all he had and left empty handed on #ik fhe King laid out for them in the
invitation.

Martin studied the invitation for many hours. Hellreeard much about the King

from Aaron and Paul, so he knew the King to beafleve and grace. So he sent
correspondence back to the King telling Him of Hésire to be at the banquet. He
believed that to actually travel the way the Kiagllout for Him, would deny the King
the ability to extend his compassion to him by segdne of His own carriages to come
and pick him up to take him in honor to the King'alace. So he left His horse in the
stable and stayed at home. Oh, he made sure eeckpenw of his invitation, and how
great and merciful the King was to invite a comnrdik@ himself to His banquet, but



day after day went by and he was no closer to ihg than the day he received the
invitation.

Aaron and Paul journeyed through rivers, desedfgaled giants, and weathered
many storms, but before he reached the Palacefdhay they could not continue.
Despair overtook them as they realized the dirast@iven them by the King were
impossible for them to travel. When all hope wasadt gone, an old wooden wagon
pulled by a donkey began to come toward themofstd and a man in a white robe
walked out and told them he was the King’s Son,iogrno take them to the Palace for
the Banquet. Aaron knew that if this were truly Kieg’s Son he would be in a royal
carriage, in fine robes, and escorted by armeddgudiherefore, this could not possibly
be the King’s Son, so he chose to stay where heamaisthought he could still make his
way to the Palace.

Paul, however, remembered that the invitation wasant on fancy stationary,

but on dull parchment. His brother Aaron had hisi@xplanations for why this was, but
suddenly, Paul put the parchment to the messemrderebhim and believed that what He
said was true. So he climbed on to the wagon, armhld the King’s Son went on their
way to the Palace.

At the banquet table, Paul sits in his seat of heebfor him by the King. Next to

Him are three empty seats. He knows they are nfeahts other three brothers. He
knows why Aaron is not there, but what has happéodis other brothers? He asks the
King about this. The King tells him that his Sorslgmne out along the path laid out in
the instructions, and John was nowhere to be fosmtie could not be picked up. He had
taken his own road, which despite what it seemédro did not lead to the Palace of the
King. His path led him into enemy hands where heois a prisoner.

The King’'s Son could not find Martin on the patther, so he was not picked up

to come to the banquet. Despite his desire to betiwe King, since he never journeyed
on the path described in the invitation, he hadpmoven his devotion to the King by
following His directions. If he had even made thistfstep to get closer to the Palace,
according to the directions sent by the King, thihSon would have done what Martin
believed he would do and pick him up to take hinth®banquet. He still might come to
the banquet, since he hasn’t actually fell intonepéands like John, but he has to begin
the journey to the King, and where his legs famhihat is where the Son will pick him

up.
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Beginning this week, we will be studying the bodR/ayikra (Leviticus). The

book starts out describing the various sacrifices @ferings required to atone for sin
and spiritually cleanse the man or woman of Godh@&me does the story relate to the
parashah? The word for offering is korban, whitéréilly means, to draw close. One of
the biggest conflicts Torah Observant Believerg fiadhe issue of faith vs. works for
salvation. The New Testament clearly teaches teatine saved by faith and not by



works, so following the commands of God appearsaoy people that we are trying to
earn our salvation. In fact, “salvation” (atonemex# an act of faith has always been
God’s way. It was always God who atoned for the sihHis people, not the sacrifices
and offerings themselves.

“You are to keep my mitzvot and obey them; | am AaioYou are not to profane my
holy name; on the contrary, | am to be regarddubhsamong the people of Isra’el; | am
Adonai, who makes you holy, who brought you outhef land of Egypt to be your God; |

am Adonai.”- Vayikra/Lev.22:31-33

In Isaiah we even see God chastising Israel forimgathe same offerings and

sacrifices He commanded them to perform. Why? Aifgae was meant to draw a person
closer to God, and when that didn’t happen, thefsawas worthless.

The Torah is God’s invitation to us to have fellbwpswith Him, which includes

the directions for getting there. Like John, pagaase a concept of God, but think they
can get to Him their own way. They ignore Torald &ilow their own lusts. Whatever
path they take only leads them to death and despairultimately the fires of hell itself.

Many Christians, like Martin, know God and deswmée with Him. They trust in faith
alone to save them from their sins. They make afgssion of faith” and some continue
with life as usual. Sure, they claim a relationshkiph God, but their lives bear no fruit
that show them on the path which draws them clwselim. Some, like John even create
their own way and end up in the hands of the endmg. Aaron, many Jews follow the
path set forth in Torah believing that they carchethe Kingdom of God on their own
efforts. All have sinned and come short of the ylarGod, so even their best efforts in
following Torah brings them short of holiness. Tisisvhen faith takes over and provides
the atonement our efforts fail to accomplish. Gaekta us halfway and when we show
our love for Him, His grace, through the sacrifafeHis Son, gives us the holiness our
works cannot give. So we are saved by faith andpaetorks, but it is by giving God the
best of the works of our hands (tithe), our actsintere service (sacrifices without
defect), and offer our prayers to Him (a pleasirapa) that His Son finds us on His
Way, and His grace brings us into fellowship witimHas His holy people. Like Paul, we
need to be able to recognize Messiah for who Heaswho we want Him to be, or
expect Him to be. We need to walk the Way set leefisrunder the power of the Spirit
who dwells within us.

Though there were four brothers invited to the het@f the King, only one

made it. Perhaps if Paul had been able to showrnAaoe the man in the wagon could
have been the King’s Son despite His lowly appezeaifi Paul could have shown Martin
the importance of traveling the Way described mittvitation, and if Paul could have
told John the truth about the King and His Waysththree empty seats may have been
filled.

“Oh, how good, how pleasant it is for brothersite kogether in harmony.”
-Tehillim/Ps.133:1



