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“As Yeshua walked by Lake Kinneret, he saw two lbeo$ who were fishermen —
Shim’on, known as Kefa, and his brother Andrewrewing their net into the lake.
Yeshua said to them, “Come after me, and | will emg&u fishers for men!” At once they
left their nets and went with him.” - Mattityahu/klaew 4:18-20 As Yeshua begins his
ministry, the first thing we see Him doing is bulg His minyan. This is before any of
His teaching or His miracles. Yet, we see Him gdim¢he men He has chosen, and
simply says, “Follow me”, and they stop what theg doing to do exactly that. Why is
this? These are men who had their own businesselsahfamilies. However, when
Yeshua calls them, with no questions asked, they dverything, leave everything
behind, including their families, and follow Himrfthe next 3 years of their lives. What
would compel them to do this?

Part of this comes from the things Yochanan the énser/John the Baptist said about
Him. Yeshua was declared to be the Lamb of Godwhlie known to be a rabbi, sent by
God. Some thought Him to be a prophet, and otHexady saw Him as the Messiah.
Another part of this, perhaps even more so, hae with the culture Yeshua is acting
in. Most of what we know of higher education corteess from the Greco-roman
empire.

Gaining an education beyond basics, whether itphdesophy, religion, or some trade,
was extremely valued and generally only accessiblee elite of society. In Jewish
culture, this was even more true in the case eaalter of Torah. Studying Torah is one
of the greatest things a person can do in Jewisietyo In some places, people who
studied and taught Torah, didn’t have to pay taxeto any other work in order to give
them more time to study.

Everywhere Yeshua went, people knew He was a rabley would stop what they
were doing to listen to whatever He had to saywBen this teacher of Torah, who
guickly showed Himself to be even more knowledgealblTorah and the ways of God
than the Temple leaders. This is why they feltdteaed by Him. So when this expert
teacher in Torah invited someone to follow Himsthias the opportunity of a lifetime.
Not only was it an opportunity to learn under thadhings of an expert rabbi, but in
doing so, the talmid would eventually become likenH

In our Parashah, we read the backbone of the f8strah, the 10 commandments.



With these 10 commands being so important to kféha people of God, we would
expect to see them evidenced in the teaching dfitYeeand the early body of Believers.
If Yeshua's life was at all contradictory to Toraspecially the 10 commandments, He
wouldn’t have had any following from His Jewishntadim. So here are some examples
of the 10 commandments as we find them in theHBdashah.

“No one can be a slave of two masters; for he @itHer hate the first and love the
second, or scorn the second and be loyal to the"firMattityahu/Matthew 6:24

We are told by Moshe to not have any other godsrbekdonai. Yeshua echoes this,
and tells why. He also shows in the context thgé can be anything which controls our
life, like money. God is to be the center of ofe knd there is only one throne. Even we
cannot sit in it. This is not only the first comndatut the most important. Nothing else
matters if God and only God is King of our life.

“So, since we are children of God, we shouldn’tmge that God’s essence resembles
gold, silver, or stone shaped by human technigderaagination.”™ Acts 17:29

Moshe tells us not to make any graven images. Mexare told by Sha'ul, the same
thing. We and the rest of the world is created log Gnd under His control. We cannot
then take that which was created and create somgetée worship as a god. Yeshua
taught His talmidim that He was the Way, the Traid the Life. No one comes to the
Father except through Him. For Isra’el, there was God, one way out of Egypt, and
one way to the Promised Land. The same thing esfovuthe talmid of Yeshua. All of
Torah requires preparation in order for it to beied out. Some people have a hard time
seeing the reality of God in their life. This is shdikely because they are relying on gods
of their own design more than they think, rathemntthe God of Isra’el. Sometimes this is
why God leads us into hardship. He has to remdwaetgods’ of our life in order to
show Himself to be the only true God of our life.

“Our Father in heaven! May your name be kept HolyMattityahu/Matthew 6:9

We are told in Torah not to take God’s name in vHi@re in Yeshua'’s teaching on
prayer, He starts out declaring the holiness of'&ndme and that it must be kept holy.
Yeshua healed in His Father’s name and by His rnaeoele were saved from their sins.
The talmidim later did the same. There was powdnénname of God, and as such had to
be kept holy. This not only has to do with the wotidat come from our mouth, but the
way in which we live our lives. If God is King ofiolives, we will seek to live His way,

by His Torah. A life lived any other way takes G®dame in vain as we are called by
His holy name.

“Then he said to them, “Shabbat was made for mahkiot mankind for Shabbat;
So the Son of Man is Lord even of ShabbatMark 2:27-28



There were times when Yeshua had conflict withJéneish leaders over doing things
like healing on the Sabbath day. This is not bee&iesdid not follow the Sabbath, but
because some of the oral traditions the Jewisketsddllowed put man made laws
before the needs of people. Yeshua had to colrsctvrong set of priorities, not to go
against Torah, but to help the true Torah shineutin the laws of men better. He had to
re-teach what the Torah meant to give people thdt 8pTorah, rather than just a list of
do’s and don'ts.

Honoring the Sabbath was not only important to Yiestut in Acts 13, we see Jews
and Gentiles gathering together at the synagogulesar the Gospel preached every
Shabbat. This was done with great anticipationjapdAgain in order for Shabbat to
properly observed, we must prepare. We rest offtldey, because we have worked for
six days in such a way that all our work is domews can rest before our Creator as our
rabbi Yeshua did.

“Children, what you should do in union with the Has obey your parents, for this is
right. ‘Honor your father and mother’ — this is t#rst commandment that embodies a
promise — ‘so that it may go well with you, and yoay live long in the Land.”
- Ephesians 6:2

Family is an important part of God’s value systémotghout the Bible. Within the
family structure there was love as well as ordeteHvas where children were taught
about God and His Ways. It was in the family sgtivhere marriage unions took place,
which brought about the next generation. Withoig basic of social structure the rest of
Israeli society could not stand. Even today, manyun problems with society can be
traced back to a problem with family.

“For out of the heart come forth wicked thoughtsirder, adultery, and other kinds of
sexual immorality, theft, lies, slanders...Thesevanat really makes a person unclean.”
- Mattityahu/Matthew 15:19-20

“For the commandments, ‘Don’t commit adultery,” ‘Dbmurder,” ‘Don’t steal,” ‘Don’t
covet’ and any others are summed up in this ores fiubve your neighbor as yourself.’
Love does not do harm to a neighbor; therefore is\tke fullness of Torah.”

- Romans 13:9-10

For the sake of space, | have combined the lastdommands together, however we

see, not only here, but many other places wheratéeand His talmidim taught and
upheld these commands, as well as the other consmdnibrah. One of Yeshua'’s goals,
however, was to take the letter of the law, andhddis talmidim the Spirit of the law.

He taught us where the laws came from, which is Bimaself and His character. He
taught us that it is not enough just to not killf hate is just as much a sin. He taught that
it is not enough to avoid adultery if you still leahust in your heart toward someone.



Certainly He did not mean for us to be emotionfessple without desires or feelings, but
these things that come from our heart must be clbedr by Torah so that they do not
become sin. There is another lesson our Rabbidrakdse who would call themselves
His talmidim.

“For a person who keeps the whole Torah, yet stasat one point, has become guilty
of breaking them all.> Ya’akov/James 2:10

Salvation from sin does not come from obediencEat@h, however Torah defines

for us what sin is. Torah has always been and awal be the way God desires His
people to live because it is based on His perfeatacter and will. Our failure to perform
it perfectly is what gives us the need for a redeem

“Yah is my strength and my song, and he has becgoynsalvation. This is my God: |
will glorify him; my father’'s God: | will exalt himAdonai is a warrior. Adonai is his
name.”
- Sh’mot/Exodus 15:2-3

Torah does not mean law. It means teaching. Taself is our rabbi, and Yeshua is
the living Torah. He teaches us how to live adifédove for God and our fellow man. He
has also provided us with atonement from our girsuigh our faith in Him. Torah is also
means to shoot an arrow. The 10 commandments, alithghe rest of the teachings of
Torah are for us arrows with which we defeat owereies, and Ha Satan. How did
Yeshua resist temptation? Torah. How do we re¥i&se the arrows He has given us.
Yeshua was a talmid and rabbi of Torah. He taught&midim to do the same. After
His resurrection, He passed on the torch to thetim tlvis mission:

“Therefore, go and make people from all nations tatmidim, immersing them into the
reality of the Father, the Son and the Ruach HaKklodand teaching them to obey
everything that | have commanded you. And remembsill be with you always,

yes, even to the end of the agéattityahu/Matthew 28:19-20

Today, the Living Torah, is inviting you to partaikea journey that will change your
life. He is coming to you with His arms stretched tw you saying, “Follow me”.



